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O n May 18, 2018 Victor
Manuel Patricio Silva,
OMI, was ordained to the

priesthood by Bp. Michael Pfeifer,
OMI,  in the Oblate School of Theol-
ogy chapel.  It was the conclusion of a
long and winding road for this newest
U.S. Oblate priest.

Born in Acapulco, Mexico, Fr.
Patricio grew up in a Catholic family of
ten children.  Although he attended Mass
and received the sacraments, he had no
real interest in priestly life as a child.  But
that changed at age 15, when he partici-
pated in a three-day retreat during which
he had his first personal encounter with
Jesus.

Having looked fruitlessly for
a Catholic youth group to join, he
started his own. One of the teens in
his group was considering religious

life so Victor accompa-
nied him to an Oblate vo-
cation retreat.  God used
that retreat to nudge him
towards the priesthood,
thus beginning his Oblate
journey.

After a “Come and
See” with the Oblates in
Mexico City, he joined the
pre-novitiate program in
Tijuana.  He then continued
his formation in the United
States.  When he arrived at
the novitiate in Godfrey, IL
he knew only a handful of  English
words.

Nearly a dozen family mem-
bers from Mexico came to the ordina-
tion, including his father.

Father Patricio’s first assign-

ment will be at Santa Rosa Parish in San
Fernando, CA, one of the largest Ob-
late parishes in the United States with a
church that holds about 1,000 people.
There are ten Masses on the weekend.
          by Mike Viola on www.omiusa.org

Fr. Patricio and Bishop Pfeifer after the Mass.

Patricio ordained to priesthood

Photo, left: l-r: Provincial, Lou Studer,  Sr. Cathy Steffens,
(CSJ leadership team) , Sr. Ann Diehl,  Louie Lougen

On June 4, 2018,  the Superior General, Louis
Lougen, made Sr. Ann Diehl, CSJ, an
Honorary Oblate of Mary Immaculate, in a cer-

emony held in the Oblate Chapel at the National Ba-
silica of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC.
The Provincial Council and staff, as well as a member of
her own leadership team and the 391 community were
in attendance.

Sr. Ann has worked with the Oblates since 1993
when she became the Archivist for the former U.S. Cen-
tral Province. In 1999 she moved to Washington, DC,
to become Provincial Secretary, a post she held from
1999 to 2013, and from  June 2015-July, 2016. During
those years she served under three Oblate Provincials:
David Kalert, Louis Lougen and Bill Antone.
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110 Oblates and 15 Oblate
Associates gathered in con-
vocation in Cornwall,
Ontario for four days to dia-
log about and express grati-
tude for the ministries of the
province and the generosity
of the Oblates who are en-
gaged in these ministries.
(photo below)

Ken Forster, Provin-
cial, expressed some la-
ments as well as some rea-
sons for celebration in the

province.
Ken mentioned that the mission

centers have not always successfully
been the witness of community life and
vibrant ministry they were meant to be.
Individualism militates against the wit-
ness of a joyful life of sharing in com-
munity that we are called to in our Con-
stitutions and Rules. Poor communica-
tion by leadership and with one another
also hurts the province. It separates us,
divides us and sets up barriers to being
able to minister more effectively to-
gether.  There needs to be a greater shar-
ing of life together as our Rule calls us
to do.

Signs of life and celebration in
the province were the visioning of new
ministries in the province, the collabo-

ration of Justice, Peace and Integrity of
Creation ministry with St. Paul’s Univer-
sity in Ottawa, the new OMI/Lacombe
website, communication from the Pro-
vincial office, the Oblate Associates and
the new life they bring to living the Ob-
late charism, new direction/vision being
given to the retreat ministry in the prov-
ince and the new life that has been given
to the mission of the province in Kenya.

Priorities for the future include
better training for future leaders in the
province, ensure that there be good sup-
port especially for younger Oblates, plan
for better and more effective communi-
cation in the province, serious re-look
at province administrative structures and
how well they serve the province and
our common life together. Collaboration

with other provinces of the region and
intentional interculturality were also
identified as key priorities for the fu-
ture of the province.
Blessing/Dedication of the Forma-

tion Residence
The gratitude of the Oblates

was so great that the celebrations of
thanks were carried out over two days,
not just one!

On May 1, our 12 Scholas-
tics were on hand at the newly con-
structed houses of formation (Blessed
Mario Borzaga Formation Community
at the Vance Residence) to give tours
to our mission supporters and to the
Oblates, explaining how these houses

Continued on page 3

Lacombe Convocation

Art Flores, OMI,  paticipates in blessing the formation residences
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will serve the seminarians who will re-
side here beginning in Fall, 2018.

This gathering of mission sup-
porters, architects, contractors, build-
ers, landscapers, Oblates, families and
friends (the Mazenodian Family) be-
came a festive occasion to celebrate the
internationality of the Oblate Congre-
gation. Currently our seminarians study-
ing at Oblate School of Theology hail
from six countries.

It was also a celebration of the
U.S. Province providing a  quality edu-
cation at Oblate School of Theology and
ensuring this for generations to come.
The new houses can accommodate
twenty seminarians and five Oblate
formators.

The evening provided oppor-
tunity for the Oblates to thank our gen-
erous mission supporters for making
these badly needed houses a reality. The
Oblates sold the property on which the
former formation houses were located
so the move had become a necessity.

As members of the
Mazenodian Family, these mission
supporters took to heart the need of
some members of this Family, the
Oblates, to build houses for forma-
tion of our seminarians. As members
of a family typically do for one another,
these mission supporters recognized the
need and stepped forward with their
prayers and gifts. The Oblates and
Oblate seminarians especially promised
to hold good on their promise to pray
daily for these mission supporters and
builders.

Beautiful memorial plaques
decorating the rooms of these houses
will remind the seminarians about the
generosity of these mission supporters
and their need for prayers for them-
selves, their families and friends.

From  the  Provincial
Continued from page 2

Brother Victor Patricio-Silva,
OMI, put the evening in proper per-
spective, remarking that our gratitude
is first and foremost to God for the gift
these seminarians are to the Congrega-
tion and to the Church for their desire
to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ
to the most abandoned. The houses
provide the means, the place for them
to learn how to best do that.

The second evening of cel-
ebration provided the opportunity for
the local Oblates and friends of Oblates
from the area to give thanks as well.
The formal blessing and dedication of
the houses followed the celebration of
Eucharist. A mariachi band led the con-
gregation of over 400 for the official
declaration of these beautiful houses as
the Post-Novitiate Formation Commu-
nity of the United States Province, put-
ting the capstone on a project three
years in the making.

Fifteen Oblate seminarians
from six countries will move into their
new residence in early August.

Retreat for Oblates ministering in
Hong Kong and mainland China

Fourteen Oblates belonging to
the China delegation gathered for their
annual retreat at St. Paul’s House of

Prayer in Hong Kong, China, on Sun-
day evening, May 6.

These Oblates minister at two
parishes in Hong Kong, at four colleges
(high schools) and to several groups of
immigrants in Beijing, mainland China.
Two Oblates minister at several pris-
ons in Hong Kong.

A total of eighteen Oblates be-
long to this delegation of the province
of Australia and hail from various areas
of the Oblate world, proudly bragging
to me that they represent all five conti-
nents (if you count the country of Haiti
as representing the continent of South
America). The Superior, Fr. Slawomir
Kalisz, is from Poland and the others
are from Haiti, United States, Mada-
gascar, Mauritius (no Oblates minister
on this island, but this is his home), Phil-
ippines, Australia, and Italy.

David Ullrich, originally from
the U.S. Province, will return to the
States to serve as an Oblate formator
at Blessed Mario Borzaga Seminary in
San Antonio. David has been minister-
ing both in mainland China and in Hong
Kong the past 14 years. Welcome
back, David. We have plenty of min-
istry for you  here in the U.S.!

Continued on page 4

Lou Studer, fifth from left, with members of the  China Delegation.
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-From www.omiusa.org: May 23, 2018

The Oblates are receiving vo-
cations from this non-Christian coun-
try! One native Chinese Oblate was or-
dained a couple of years ago and four
are in first formation in the Philippines.

The Oblates asked me to put
out an urgent request for another Ob-
late to replace David Ullrich who has
done a lot of ministry with youth his
many years there.

The language of the Oblate
communities is English so, if that lan-
guage is not familiar to the Oblate who
wishes to minister in China, he will spend
two years learning English in Australia,
then three more years, as a minimum,
learning Mandarin or Cantonese. Man-
darin is the easier one as it has fewer
high pitched sounds of the same words,
giving the word an entirely different
meaning, depending on the pitch! Some
very interesting homilies have resulted
in sounds not correctly pitched!

The Oblates are actively in-
terested in recruiting volunteers to
come to China (either to Hong Kong
or the Beijing area) to teach English.
The commitment could be for only
one semester, room and board in-
cluded, a stipend, with teaching only
in the morning.

This China delegation is an ex-
cellent example of intentional
interculturality in the Oblate world. Their
ministry together, mutual community
sharing, prayer in common each day,
teaching each other about their home
culture and country, besides learning
together about the Chinese culture,
makes for an Oblate presence that is
sustainable, strong and stable there.

IHM Residence, Tewksbury, MA
The senior Oblates always ex-

press a lot of gratitude when I visit. Their
missionary stories are inspiring. Several

Continued from page 3

of them commented how they
offer their sacrifices and prayers
for Oblates busy in ministry. What
a great contribution they continue
to make to the province in this
way!

Greg Cholewa, Coordina-
tor of Oblate Elder Care, gently re-
minded me to stop using the term
infirmary and replace it with medi-
cal wing. Good advice!

The senior Oblates re-
minded me of how many of them
pray, which seems to be good
practice for all of us: reflection
about how God journeyed with them
through many years of ministry: in
people they met, events that occurred,
friendships formed, places they were sent,
prayers and sacrifices offered to God.

From  the  Provincial

Lou Studer with Dave Ullrich

The Superior General,  Louis Lougen,  spent an afternoon with the U.S.
Provincial Council, telling us about the various missions of the Oblate world

and the state of the Congregation. He thanked the U.S. province for its generos-
ity in providing financial resources and personnel for many of these missions.

Photo: standing, l-r: Frank Santucci, Art Flores, Jim Chambers, Louie Lougen, Lou
Studer; kneeling, l-r: Jim Taggart, Antonio Ponce, Ray Cook, Jim Brobst

Their prayer has often be-
come, in these senior years, a look back
at a God to whom and for whom they
are filled with gratitude and praise. And
a life fully and well spent!
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Fr. Nick preparing for a catechetic class at a new school,
built in one of the recent “land invasions” areas.

Following a sabbatical after ministering in Tijuana,
Mexcio for about nine years, 64 year old Nick
Harding, OMI, began serving the poor in Peru in

2016. On occasion, he will send back photos and a few
words about missionary life there.

Canadian Oblates established their presence in
Peru a little more than 50 years ago. Presently, they have
at least one mission in each of Peru’s three geographical
areas: coastal, Andes and  the Amazon: Aucuyacu.

After spending some days in both the Amazon and
Andes areas, Fr. Harding has settled in the coastal area of
Chincha to minister along with Leonardo Aguirre Zapata,

Above l: Fr. Harding at the entrance to a mine in Chavín
On May 1, (“Workers’ Day” in San José Obrero), he
blessed the mine entrance and main refinery, where

The prison (near the mountain’s base) where Fr. Nick
goes to celebrate Mass and hear confessions once a
month.

the gold , silver, copper, lead and zinc extracted are
processed. Above r: In some areas of the  plant,
breathing equipment is necessary.

OMI, and Blaise MacQuarrie, OMI.
The estimated population is over 100,000 people,

some of whom live in the over 1,000 small adobe houses
built over the past 30 years under the supervision of the now
83 year old Bro. Blaise, who boasts that only the Oblates in
Peru have a gravel pit!

As he found in Tijuana, Fr. Nick ministers to  many
families who, looking for a place to live simply, “invade” areas
that were unpopulated. In parts of Chincha there is such a
vast area of shacks where there is no running water or
sewage, nor paved roads.  As in Tijuana, trucks with water
tanks come around to fill barrels. There is a high-security
prison in the parish with about 2,000 male inmates. Bro. Blaise
recently obtained 1,000 blankets and material for handicrafts
for them. The government only provides food…nothing else.

Several religious sisters and many laypeople take
seriously their baptismal call of co-responsibility by  assisting
the three Oblates as disciples in mission.

U.S. Oblate serves in Peru
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Please remember in prayer

our recently departed

Fr. Francis (Ted) Pfeifer, OMI, 86, brother of
Bishop Michael Pfeifer, OMI, died on April 19,
2018 in San Antonio, TX.
Fr. Fernando Iglesias, former Oblate, died in
Moreno Valley, CA on April 23.
Gary Chauvin, 77, former Oblate, died on April
29 in McAllen, TX.
Gaëtan Renaud, 77, father of Daniel Renaud,
OMI, died in Caplan, Québec, on May 5.
Mary E. O’Hara, 94, mother of Michael
O’Hara, OMI, died on May 8, in Syracuse, NY.
Mary Alice Small, 82, mother of  Andrew
Small, OMI, died on May 8 in Liverpool, UK.
Gabrielle Brodeur, HOMI, 88, died on May
20 in Nashua, NH
James Emmett Taylor, OMI, 88, died on May
22 in Belleville, IL
Mary Sudlik, 77, sister-in-law of  Dick Sudlik,
OMI, died on June 9 in Somers, NY.

Lebh Shomea House of Prayer
in Sarita, TX, has been a preferred des-
tination for contemplative/hermetical re-
treats for nearly 45 years.  How did this
ministry begin? In 1973 as the property
and buildings transitioned from formation
ministry as the Oblate novitiate (1961 –

1973) for the former Southern US Province, Herve
Marcoux and Danna Gauthreaux, OMI’s, experimented
with various types of retreats.    The surrounding land and
the remoteness of location quickly suggested a clear focus,
convincing the Oblates that the most effective use of the lo-
cation would be as a center for contemplative/hermetical spiri-
tuality: thus, a House of Prayer named Lebh Shomea (which
means listening heart in Hebrew).

When the Oblates first received the gift of the Kenedy
Ranch Headquarters and surrounding acreage in 1961, it
was with the legal stipulation that we would maintain the ranch
chapel, Kenedy family cemeteries, historical buildings, and
portions of the roads and parking.  Also required was that
that the property be used for some spiritual purpose respect-
ing the needs and charism of our Oblate Congregation. To
date, St. Peter’s Novitiate and Lebh Shomea have been those
ministries.  Sarita Kenedy East, and later her sister-in-law,
Elena Suess Kenedy, left us a significant amount of property
to fund their stipulations.  Through wise stewardship, all these
responsibilities are assured and the Province receives con-
siderable additional income.

Under the direction of Kelly Nemeck, OMI,
Lebh Shomea House of Prayer grew and flourished.
Kelly founded a “Core Community” of hermits. Addi-
tionally, others, including women religious, generously
lent their time and talent to running the operations of
the site as a way of paying for long-term stays.  And, as
always, times change.  The number of Oblates has di-
minished and so too have Women Religious with the
time and energy for long-term stays.

Lebh Shomea is beginning a new phase in its history,
as a mission of the Province and a source of financial sup-
port.  The Province leadership has formed an advisory com-
mittee to foster both aspects of this mandate.  Their task is to
ensure:

 that the stipulations of the original will are followed
 that any future ministry reflects the mission of the US

Province as affirmed by the Province leadership.

To date, this committee (Oblates Jim Brobst,
Rufus Whitley, Frank Santucci and Mike Amesse)
has recognized that the location, legacy and current build-
ings continue to prioritize a center for contemplation and
prayer, though not necessarily identical to the past model.
The advisory committee has collaborated with the newly
appointed lay Director, Maurice Lange, and will also work
with Oblates assigned there to further clarify and refine
the direction for Lebh Shomea, respecting the past and
acknowledging the challenges of the future.

Maurice began as Director on Dec. 1, 2017.  He
has initiated a reorganization of staff and duties.  He has
also initiated a coordinated and focused outreach to the
local Diocese of Corpus Christi, to Oblate School of The-
ology and to other local and regional religious organiza-
tions.  These efforts aim to strengthen awareness of, and

Continued on page 7
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interest in, Lebh Shomea as a powerful
and unique setting for people seeking a
contemplative experience with spiritual
direction available in a world which of-
ten de-values silence and the Spirit.  (See
attached photo from a recent visit by
“Texas Tropical Trails.”  Photo cour-
tesy of Valerie Bates.)

The Oblate Community at Lebh
Shomea will also embrace this chal-
lenge.  The Province leadership has as-
signed, beginning during the summer of
2018, two Oblates to live and form an
on-site ministerial community: Jack
Lau, OMI, and Andy Sensenig,
OMI.  In addition to providing for
ministerial needs of Lebh Shomea,
their task is to form an Oblate Com-
munity that is not necessarily char-
acterized by a commitment to live
as hermits, but still respects the
underlying spirit of silence required

Recent re-enactment of the “Cavalry of Christ” in front of the main
building at Lebh Shomea. (Photo by Valerie Bates)

to maintain the contemplative con-
text of the setting and ministry of
Lebh Shomea.

With such a model of commu-
nity, it is quite possible that we can con-
tinue our Oblate legacy of ministerial
presence not only at the Kenedy Ranch,

but far beyond.  This may echo the
original “Cavalry of Christ” whose mis-
sion to the ranches of South Texas cre-
ated our relationship with the Kenedy
family and thus the rich ministerial legacy
the Oblates continue to build from their
generous gift. -by Jim Brobst, OMI

Continued from page 6

Lebh Shomea

On May 21st, Feast of St. Eugene de Mazenod,
the Oblate Community of the Shrine of Our Lady
of the Snows, Belleville, IL, and 17 Oblate

Associates who meet at King’s House Retreat Center and
the Shrine gathered for a prayer service and pot-luck supper
to celebrate Founder’s Feast Day. After Esquiline President,

Barbara Prosser welcomed Oblates and Associates to their
chapel for a Re-commitment Ceremony, the Oblates prayed
a Thanksgiving Prayer for their Oblate Vocation.  Afterwards,
the hosting Shrine Oblates, Tom Ruhmann,  Juan Gaspar,
Andy Knop, and Harold Fisher, led the gathering to the
High-Rise for supper.
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On May 2, 2018, U.S. Provincial, Louis Studer pre-
sided over a Mass of Thanksgiving at the Chapel  of
Oblate School of Theology (OST), blessing five new

residence buildings which can accommodate 20 seminarians
and five Oblate formators.

400 donors, Oblate Partners, Associates, priests,
brothers, employees, neighbors and friends attended this dedi-
cation of “Vance Campus” (in honor of Vivian Vance’s lead-
ership gift),  located directly across the street from OST, where
the Oblate seminarians will live and study, beginning in Au-
gust of 2018.

After Communion, Art Flores, OMI, Vicar-provin-
cial for Personnel, gave some background on Bl. Mario
Borzaga, whom the scholastics chose as the patron of the
new community. Beatified in December 2016 with 16 others,
he was  one of six Oblate missionaries killed in Laos during
that country’s civil war and communist take-over.

Superior, Raul Salas, OMI is at center left, next to U.S. Provincial, Louis Studer on the right, flanked by  by the
Scholastics preparing to move into the new residences.

Led by a mariachi band after Mass (photo, left),
the congregation  processed from the church to the Vance
Campus.  There, the community was formally blessed, af-
ter which five priests blessed each of the buildings indi-
vidually before the final prayer ending the dedication cer-
emony and Mass.

Each house has a formator’s suite and four bed-
rooms,  a kitchenette and a large common space.  These
are for a chapel, a library, a meeting space/classroom , a
living room and the community dining room.

A unique feature of the residences is that they are
designed to simulate the experience of living in a rectory
for the future priests and brothers: “Oblates live in com-
munity with three or four men, where they have to learn to
get along, clean, cook, do the dishes… so the scholastics will
experience all the elements of living in community.”

Reflecting on the occasion, Dennis Kempf, Direc-

Scholastic residence blessed

Continued on page 9

Oblates David Uribe, Lou Studer, Art Flores and Ray
John Marek with residence memorial plaques.
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tor of Oblate Charitable and Planned
Giving (CPG), said, “It was just really
well received all the way around, the
donors felt like they made a difference
and they could see what they did.”

CPG and the Oblate Partner-
ship raised over 3 million dollars for the
construction of the new residences.  Any
funds raised over construction costs will
go towards seminarian formation and
education.

The night before the dedication,
at a dinner attended by nearly 100
people,  Fr.  Studer personally thanked
the donors as well as all who helped
bring this dream to fruition.

Also thanking the donors,
Brother Victor Manuel Patricio-Silva,
OMI, (who was ordained May 18,
2018) spoke directly to the generosity
of the donors:

“ I have a question for you.
What is the gift of all your gener-
osity?  ...  On behalf of all of us
scholastics, now and into the fu-
ture, I need to end the night by

Continued from page 8
Residence blessed

-From www.omiusa.org: May 23, 2018

saying this:  We are your gift!   We
are your gift to the poor we are
sent to serve.  We are your gift to

the world thirsting for God’s love
and God’s presences.”

L-r:  William Reich, Doug & Denise Pape (Pape Construction), Pam &
Scott Carpenter (Architects - Seventh Generation Design, Inc.), Ray John Marek,
OMI, Les Tschoepe (Guarantee Plumbing), Clyde Rausch, OMI and Dalevonne
Davis (OMI property liaison).

Prior to the blessing of the seminarian residence, Ray John Marek,
OMI, hosted a Thank you luncheon for over 40 contractors who did
the building.Also atending were  Sr. Walter Maher, CCVI, from the

Building Advisory Committee, Jim Gonzales, Project Manager, Keith Perkins
and Chris Remmert.

On April 28, 21 Oblate Associates in New
Orleans, LA, gathered after the 7 AM Mass.
The meeting was chaired by Dick Sudlik, OMI

and presented an opportunity to meet with Geri

Furmanek who is the National Oblate Associate Coordinator
and St. Eugene deMazenod (AKA Will Shaw).
The Oblate Associates of New Orleans meet monthly and
also reach out to the homeless and shut-ins in the area.

Yes, that’s Tony Rigoli, OMI  at
the  far left. Geri Furmanek

         St. Eugene (Will Shaw)
Dick Sudlik, OMI
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Each missionary received a
Bronze plaque of The
Merciful Father, a panel in
the Holy Door of St. Peter’s
Basilica.

On Divine Mercy Sunday, April 8, 2018, George Knab,
OMI, joined over 600 other Missionaries of Mercy to
concelebrate Mass with Pope Francis in St. Peter’s Square.

Currently, of  the 895 Missionaries of Mercy, eight
are Oblates,   Fr. Knab
is the only Oblate serv-
ing outside of Europe.
Having recently cel-
ebrated his Golden Ju-
bilee as a priest he
writes, “Being a Mis-
sionary of Mercy lends
credibility to my Ob-
late ministry as an itin-
erant preacher. Partici-
pating in the gathering
and  personally greeting the Holy Father has
energized me for the work that is still
ahead.”

To be a sign of divine mercy in the church
during the recent Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy,
the Holy Father authorized priests approved by
their bishops or major superiors to absolve sins

reserved to the Holy See.
This authority was extended beyond the jubilee and,  through the Pontifical Council for

the New Evangelization, the Holy Father invited the missionaries not only to Mass on Sunday
but also to a forty-minute audience with him on the following Tuesday after which he greeted
each one personally before celebrating Mass with them in St. Peter’s Basilica.

These activities were held in conjunction with a three-day meeting at the Apostolic
Palace and the Lateran University.  Here the priests shared their experiences and listened to
talks on how to be joyful proclaimers of divine mercy and its faithful dispensers especially in
the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Missionaries of Mercy gather in the
Sala Regia of the Apostolic Palace
for an  audience with Pope Francis..

L-r:  Gunter Ecklbauer, OMI,  George Knab, OMI,
and Martin Sedlon, OMI. Gunter and Martin serve
as Missionaries of Mercy in the Czech Republic.

Mercy Missionaries gather in Rome

Scott Searle, a history teacher and
coach at St. Peter’s Catholic
High School in Ottawa, Canada,

accompanied some of his students to
Washington D.C.

On the occasion of their visit to
the Basilica/Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception on April 28, he invited
Séamus Finn, OMI, to celebrate a
Liturgy with a Justice, Peace and In-
tegrity of Creation theme for them at
the Oblates’ Queen of Missions chapel
there. The Mass and homily was, Searle
commented, a highlight of the trip.
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So, What’s Up With Youth?
Lots, that’s what.  But the more

important emphasis isn’t on the what,
it’s on the with. There is a new direc-
tion for “Mission with Youth and Young
Adults” in the Province, and it is gain-
ing energy and traction.

“Mission with Youth” is one of
the six given priorities from the 36th

General Chapter of our Congregation.
In the USP, we add the term “and
Young Adults.” This is because in other
parts of the world, the term “youth” gen-
erally refers to groups into their early
thirties, while we usually think of “youth”
as people in their teens.  Keeping the
larger vision before us helps us remem-
ber the breadth of our challenge.

Another change in focus is
highlighted by the first two words our
Chapter Document uses: “MISSION
WITH.”  Both terms are important.
Often Church leaders envision “youth
ministry” as service the parish provides
for its younger members in addition to
basic catechetical programs.  But we
are challenged to engage in a more sig-
nificant way.

“Mission” means that we
don’t merely teach them, but truly en-
gage them in actively proclaiming God’s
Reign to the world, through the mes-
sage and example of Jesus.  This puts
younger members of church not only on
the receiving end of ministerial services,
but actively on the proclaiming side of
spreading the Gospel.

“With” reminds us that as Ob-
lates we are called to connect with
younger members of the church.  This
is not optional.  There are several rea-
sons for this.  First, the entire body of
believers is called to evangelize, and
young baptized persons are part of that
body.  Second, while as professed reli-
gious missionaries we have our own way
of evangelizing, we do not do this alone
if we are to do it in the name and ex-
ample of Christ.  Third, as Missionary
Oblates we have often heard others
rightly describe us as “down to earth
and close to people.”  How can we en-
gage with people we never get close to?
How will future generations of Oblates
be attracted to a vocation if they have
no connections with any Oblates?

In a likely Movement of the
Spirit, a recent meeting with the Oblate
Partnership surfaced significant energy
and support among that group for ex-
panding and supporting missionary ex-
perience with the Oblates.  This is not
simply to come to do a work project
as a corporal work of mercy, but truly
to engage in the Oblate Mission to be
with and work with the poorest and
those on the margins.  It includes inten-
tional theological reflection of the ex-
perience not just for personal growth,
but for evangelization as church – lay
and religious and ordained, young and
old, poor and not-so-poor together.
This is a double-blessing in that it po-
tentially involves most of the branches
of our “Mazenodian Family Tree:” Ob-
lates, Oblate Youth, Partners, Donors,
Affiliates, Formandi, Associates, etc.

The Mission with Youth and
Young Adults Committee is here to help
us all to engage in the above challenges.
Rather than have a person or persons
appointed to “do youth ministry,” this
committee has recognized the need to
engage pastoral, vocation, leadership
and all elements of OMI life in the US
to strengthen our presence with young
persons and to engage together well in
our mission to evangelize the poorest
and most abandoned.

They have already begun this
by hosting a recent Youth Encounters
for young people engaged in Oblate
Ministry sites, as well as for the ongo-
ing formation of their adult leaders.  They
hope to do this every two years.  Other
ways of networking and formation are
being actively pursued, and we can all
expect to hear more in the near future.
Stay tuned to OMIUSA (newsletter
and website) and future USP gather-
ings for further information – this group
is too passionate about their work to
let you ignore it!

Youth Mission takes new direction

Ministry with Youth committee: around table, l-r): Jesse Esqueda, Juan
Gaspar, Jarek Pachocki (Lacombe Province), Marcin Serwin (Assumption
Province), Ray Cook, Lucio Castillo, David Munoz; in back, l-r: Frank Santucci,
Richard Hall, Victor Manuel Patricio Silva, David Uribe.

by Jim Brobst, OMI
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In 2013, the Sharif  family – Amir,
Saira, and their two young sons
Rumaan and Unss, lived in Quetta,

Pakistan in Balochistan, the largest
province in Pakistan. Quetta is home
to about 32,000 Catholics, which rep-
resents less than 1% of the population.

The family’s troubles began
when a group of Muslims broke into
their home.  Amir wrote, “That reached
up to the verge of blasphemy accusa-
tion.  I survived all that, but when it be-
came life- threatening for me and my
family, due to my fear I had to leave
everything behind to save our lives.  In
Pakistan, Muslims use blasphemy law
against Christians as a weapon to settle
their personal issues.”

The Vicar Apostolic of Quetta,
Bp. Victor Gnanapragasam, OMI,
aware of the dangers Christians face,
has said,“This volatile province has wit-
nessed in the recent past suicide bomb-
ings, sectarian violence and, at times, re-
ligious-based discrimination as well.”

Because of attacks and bomb-
ings at churches in Pakistan, the Ob-
lates there have raised their privacy
walls, attached razor wire, cameras and
gates, and employed watchmen at sev-
eral of their facilities.

The Sharifs be-
longed to an Oblate par-
ish in Quetta when they
fled the country for Sri
Lanka in 2013.  They
reached out to the Ob-
lates of Sri Lanka,
who supported the fam-
ily until the Sri Lankan
government changed its
policy on refugees and
demanded that they leave the country
and return to their homelands.

Unable to assist the family in
attaining refugee status in Canada, the
Sri Lankan Oblates asked those of the
U.S. for help.

Séamus Finn, OMI, played
an instrumental role in helping the Sharifs
settle in the U.S. “ It is gratifying to rec-
ognize that the international Oblate
missionary presence in Pakistan, Sri

Pakistani family finds a new home

Lanka and the U.S. made all this pos-
sible,” he said.

Granted refugee status in M ay
2015, the family settled in Chicago, IL.
Since that time the Oblates have kept a
close eye on them, helping them find a
place to l ive, decent jobs, and making
frequent trips to their home to make sure
they have everything they need.
Condensed from an article in The Oblate
World  February 2016

Saira and Unss in their new home

The leadership team from the Zambia delegation held its annual
meeting with the U.S. provincial team at 391 in Washington D.C. from
May 8-10. Prior to leaving they spent some time with the community.

Above: l-r: Oblates Lewis Sauti, Michael Musaba, Jim Brobst, Vincent
Sakala, Antonio Ponce, Rufus Whitley.
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More than 60 Oblates
concelebrated Mass on May
19, with Cardinal Chibly

Langlois, Bishop of Les Cayes, Haiti
diocese, presiding, honoring 75 years
since the Oblates began ministry in Haiti.
Another 30 diocesan priests also at-
tended as well as 25 Oblate Associ-
ates. Oblate Provincial Ellince Mar-
tyr shared a brief history of Oblate pres-

ence on this tiny island country in the
Caribbean.

The evening before, the Provin-
cial presided at a ceremony honoring
Oblate missionaries from the United
States who have spent their lives of min-
istry in Haiti. The former Northern U.S.
Province first sent Oblates to Haiti in
1943 at the request of the then Bishop
of Les Cayes diocese, on the far south-
ern tip of the island.

Oblates presently staff 24 par-
ishes in several dioceses, have estab-
lished several primary and secondary
schools, a  pre-novitiate, novitiate and
scholasticate.

A group of Oblate Associates,
some 35 in number, have been instru-
mental in helping Oblates in their minis-
try, helping them learn the Creole lan-
guage and the culture and background
of the Haitian people.

The provincial  gave awards to
Oblates from the U.S., Joe Corriveau
and Fred Charpentier, who together
total 103 years of ministry in Haiti!

Cardinal Langolis thanked the
Oblates for their many years of “gener-
ous, faithful service” and said, when the
Oblates first arrived in January 1943,
during World War II, priests in Les
Cayes and southern Haiti were few.
There was a debilitating sense of hope-
lessness in the Church and in society.
The poor had been largely neglected by
the few remaining clergy and from any
government assistance.

The Oblates sent many Broth-
ers and priests, he went on to say, and
they built and staffed schools to pro-
vide quality education so the youth es-
pecially could find jobs and better them-
selves with an education. They built par-

ishes among the poor, housed street kids
who would otherwise likely have been
killed or certainly uncared for.

“Through their schools, the Ob-
lates found vocations to their way of life
and they have been a wonderful, nec-
essary blessing,” he said. “May they be
here for many years to come!”

Today 110 Oblates minister in
Haiti and they have established two mis-
sions: Colombia and French Guiana.

Oblates celebrate 75 years in Haiti
by Lou Studer, OMI

They continue to be blessed with vo-
cations with 25 currently in various lev-
els of first formation.

The ministry in Haiti has been
financially supported by the United
States Province, Notre Dame du Cap
French Province in Canada and the
Province of Germany, as well as other
Oblate organizations and Catholic re-
lief efforts and associations throughout
the world.

That support has been a spe-
cial blessing after the frequent hurricanes
that have ravaged this poverty-stricken
country. Their contributions to this Car-
ibbean island were acknowledged and
affirmed by the Haitian Provincial as
well, both at the Anniversary Mass and
at the award ceremonies the evening
before.

Lou with thanksgiving  plaque

Lou and Joe Coriveau

Lou and Fred Charpentier

Alberto Huaman, OMI, Regional
Councilor for Latin America, with Card.
Langlois.
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Fr. Luc (foreground) and some of those at the reception. In the right back
corner are Oblates Lou Konold, Harold Fisher, Harry Winter and Tuan Pham.
(photos by Kou and Joua Ly, who, in this photo are with their two children)

On May 5, 2018, the Hmong
Catholic Community at St.
Patrick’s Church, St. Paul,

MN, honored Lucien Bouchard,
OMI, and all the Oblates who have
worked in Laos.

Michael Powell, OMI, pas-
tor at St. Patrick’s, gave a warm wel-
come after the Mass celebrated in

Hmong community honors Fr. Luc by Tuan Pham, OMI, east coast Vo-
cation Director and the only Vietnam-
ese Oblate in the U.S., and by Harry
Winter, OMI, who was instrumental
in establishing the Hmong Community
at St. Patrick’s.

Prior to Saturday’s celebration,
on Friday afternoon Frs. Bouchard,
Winter, and Pham paid a courtesy call
on Archbishop  Bernard Hebda, of St.
Paul-Minneapolis. He was fascinated
by Fr. Luc’s story of working with US
Aid, to help supply the Hmong during
the Vietnamese War, with rice dropped
by helicopter, and with transporting the
women and children refugees from the
mountains of Laos to the Thai border.

On December 11, 2016, the
Catholic Church beatified 17 priests and
lay people martyred between 1954 and
1970 in Laos during the Vietnam War.
Six of those martyred were Missionary
Oblates of Mary Immaculate. Fr.
Bouchard worked with some of them
at that time. Ultimately, Fr. Bouchard
was forced to leave Laos and continue
his ministry in Borneo.

17 children from Anglo, His-
panic, African-American and Hmong
cultures made their First Communion at
St. Patrick’s on Sunday morning.

Hmong by Fr. Luc to the local Hmong
Catholic community and others who
came for the celebration from as far
away as Wisconsin and California to
honor Fr. Luc’s many years of ministry
to the Hmong.

Fr. Bouchard was accompa-
nied on this trip from Tewksbury, MA,

L-r: Lucien Bouchard, Tuan Pham, Archbishop Hebda, Harry Winter

Mike Powell, Adela Ly, Francis Ly, Tuan
Pham after Francis’ first Communion.
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Harding-

Twenty-five Oblates gathered at
the Shrine of Notre Dame du
Cap in Trois Rivières, Canada

from May 28-June 1 to discern the mis-
sionary presence of Oblates in the
Canada - U.S. region in the future.

Facilitator Michelle Miller led
us in this process and Danielle
Brisson, Administrative Assistant,
helped with planning and execution of
our time together.

Superior General Louis
Lougen, OMI, joined us for the
gathering, his presence a reminder to
us all of the significance of why we had
joined together.

We met as individual provinces,
as a whole group, and as random se-
lecting to discuss, discern, plan and pray
about how we might minister more ef-

Young Oblates meet in Trois Rivières
by Lou Studer, OMI

fectively to the poor and abandoned in
the future in Canada - U.S. region.

Ministry with youth, in which
many of those Oblates are already en-
gaged, stood out as a future priority of
a concrete way we can build relation-

ships among one another, be-
sides recognizing and affirming
these new poor among us:
youth and young adults.

We looked at the pos-
sibility of launching a new mis-
sion together as a region, at
evaluating our current ministries
so as to possibly free some
Oblates for a new regional mis-
sion, establishing better com-

munications
with one an-

other to keep the cur-
rent momentum alive,
and a promise to meet
again in two years’ time
with the possible launch
of a new regional mis-
sion.

The time to-
gether afforded us a
rich opportunity to
learn more about each
other from four diverse
provinces and about

the ministries in which we are currently
employed.

Everyone agreed that the time
together was an excellent opportunity
to learn from one another and continue
a process to work together that we
might serve the poor with greater pas-
sion, talent and capability.

Fr. General concluded our time
together with a blessing with the cruci-
fix of the Oblate Founder, St. Eugene
de Mazenod. Each of us had the op-
portunity to pray to the Crucified Sav-
ior as we each held the crucifix.

It was a touching, fitting con-
clusion to a well-planned, energetic
meeting. What else would one expect
from our “young”, enthusiastic Oblates?Left-r: Oblates Ken Thorson, Lou Lougen, Luc

Tardif, and Pawel Ratajczak in planning session.

U.S. Oblates present: back, l-r: Art Flores, David Uribe,
Jim Brobst; front, l-r: Juan Gaspar, Lou Studer, Lucio Castillo

Louis Lougen (left) surprised by a com-
ment from Bishop-elect  Pierre- Olivier
Tremblay, OMI.
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 According to WNY Catholic (Diocese of Buffalo) for May,  John
Staak, OMI has been named one of the consultors for the diocese.
 In light of Fr. Brobst’s column on Lebh Shomea (page 6), you
might find interesting an item in the June 7 outlet of the KVEO.com
website on the history of the bells of the Immaculate Conception
Cathedral (designed by Peter Yves Keralum, OMI, in the 1800s)
and their link to the Kenedy family.   http://www.kveo.com/news/
local-news/history-of-the-bells-of-the-immaculate-conception-
cathedral/1225161143.
 As part of the NGO United Nations 17th Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues, Daniel LeBlanc, OMI, moderated a session on
“Spiritual Connection and Right Stewardship of Land, Territory and

Resources, Including Water for Indigenous Peoples,” on April 18 in New York.
 Oblate Partnership president, Artie Pingolt, announced that “...this year
we’ve launched the Partnership Mission Fund that responds to requests from
foreign Oblates. In this first year, that new fund has made grants to Oblate
ministries in Chad, Tijuana, India, Paraguay, Peru, Haiti, and here in the
U.S.”
 Michael E. Stark is the producer of Truth and Life, a celebrity voiced
dramatized New Testament, available as a powerful FREE app. at:
www.downloadjesus.com.  He also hosts and produces television shows for
Shalom World TV. His latest is a documentary on the life of Francis Cardinal
George, OMI,  for which 28 people who were closest to the Cardinal were
interviewed over 11 months.

 Dwight Hoeberechts, OMI, (far l) will replace Andy Sensenig, OMI,
(far r) in the Juneau, AK, diocese this summer.They are pictured here with Pat
Casey, OMI (mid l) and Bishop Michael Warfel at a priests’ convocation.

St. Kateri
Tekakwitha
“Lily of the
Mohawks”

U. S . feast day: July 14


